ICELAND   WATERCRESS.   Rorippa   islandlca  (Gedcr)
Borbds

278. Iceland Watercress, Rgrippa islandica (Geder) Borbas
(Xi); perennial growing in muddy places by ditches, etc.;
basal - leaves withering as the plant develops; stem-leaves
auriculate at the base, lyralely-pinnately lobed almost to-the
midrib, lobes rather unequal, the top 3 more or less merged
together into one,, all the lobes coarsely toothed, glabrous;
flowers numerous on axillary and terminal leafy shoots, very
soon producing fruits whilst a few at the top are still in bloom;
stalks slender, as long as the fruit; sepals (A, X 6), elliptic,

rounded at the apex; petals (B, X 6) 4, white, narrowly obovate,
clawed; stamens (Q X 6) 6, 4 long and 2 short; anthers
elliptic; ovary (D> X 4) ellipsoid, with a short style and 2-lobxxi
stigma; fruit (E, X li) narrowly oblong, almost round in section,
containing numerous small pale brown closely beaded seeds
(F, X 6) (synonym Nasturtium palustre (Leyss.) DC.) (family
Cruciferae).

This is quite a common plant which is described in most
Floras and lists under the name Nasturtium palustre DO The
latest classification, however, assigns it to a separate genus,
Rorippa. It has also been called Radicula, and if it could speak
it mi^ht modify this word a little to abuse the botanists who have
changed its name so often.
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